
GE THEME COURSES 
Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected Learning 
Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the Theme. This 
form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections relating to each specific 
theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses seeing 
approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses seeking 
approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission form for the 
chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or appropriate support 
staff person as you develop and submit your course.  .   

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be 
able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the 
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, names of 
scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Accessibility 
If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive the document in another 
format, please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412. 

Course subject & number 

General Expectations of All Themes 

GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and 
in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme.  
In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-edge findings, 
or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this ELO 
to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be 
met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to 
out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work 
they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. Please 
link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 
words) 



Course subject & number 

Specific Expectations of Courses in Lived Environments 
GOAL 1: Successful students will explore a range of perspectives on the interactions and 
impacts between humans and one or more types of environment (e.g. agricultural, built, 
cultural, economic, intellectual, natural) in which humans live. 

ELO 1.1 Engage with the complexity and uncertainty of human-environment interactions. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Describe examples of human interaction with and impact on environmental change and 
transformation over time and across space. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will analyze a variety of perceptions, representations and/or 
discourses about environments and humans within them.   

ELO 2.1 Analyze how humans’ interactions with their environments shape or have shaped attitudes, 
beliefs, values and behaviors. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/
assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Describe how humans perceive and represent the environments with which they interact. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be 
met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 2.3 Analyze and critique conventions, theories, and ideologies that influence discourses around 
environments. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through 
which it will be met. (50-700 words) 


	Overview
	Accessibility

	General Expectations of All Themes
	GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level than the foundations.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in ...

	Specific Expectations of Courses in Lived Environments
	GOAL 2: Successful students will analyze a variety of perceptions, representations and/or discourses about environments and humans within them.


	22 Describe how humans perceive and represent the environments with which they interact Please link: This ELO is one of the most complex and essential for this course in particular, as students face the double challenge of 1) understanding the full depth and complexity of Black women's history, and at the same time 2) understanding the ways in which that history has been variously taken up, appropriated, distorted, or attacked as it reaches mainstream consciousness. Perhaps the most pertinent example of this is the current backlash, fake controversy, and latest phase in a long history of implicitly racist moral panics around "critical race theory." For this ELO, understanding the social positionality of Black women—doubly oppressed by both racial and gender constructions—is critical. In order to see how the current CRT discussion has connections to previous moral panics around "welfare queens" or "forced busing", students need to understand how race functions as a social category in the U.S., to maintain racial hierarchy in which whiteness accrues disproportionate power. Three course goals help students to build on their foundations in racial and ethnic diversity: 1) "Think critically about the social construction of identity categories, including race, class, gender, and sexuality"; 2) "Articulate how such identity categories affect differential social and political experiences across demographics in the U.S. context"; 3) "Interrogate the role of both state and structural/systemic power in maintaining white supremacy in the U.S." The specific reading assignments are all geared in some way or another toward these goals.
	Course subject  number: AFAMAST 3086/History 3086
	How does this represent advanced study in this theme?: This course synthesizes both the histories and theories that emerge from Black women's experiences in the United States, and therefore investigates complex, overlapping structures of power that have operated in the United States throughout its history, evolving over time. Intersectionality, Black feminist thought, feminist standpoint theory, and queer theory are some examples of the frameworks used to understand not only the unique, structural barriers that have worked to disadvantage Black women in history, but also the myriad ways and forms through which Black women have resisted such oppression, becoming the drivers of socio-political change on multiple fronts. To appreciate such developments, this course charts the history of Black women as told by Black women, from the era of chattel slavery through the civil rights era into the contemporary moment. In addition to a robust focus on movement elders, space is made in the syllabus for understanding contemporary conversations around #MeToo, #BlackLivesMatter, and intersectionality in more nuanced ways, bringing history to bear on the present.   
	ELO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: There are three course goals that directly relate to critical and logical thinking, including, 1) "Think critically about the social construction of identity categories, including race, class, gender, and sexuality"; 2) "Articulate how such identity categories affect differential social and political experiences across demographics in the U.S. context."; 3) "Interrogate the role of both state and structural/systemic power in maintaining white supremacy in the U.S." Far from straightforward, each of these goals requires careful deconstruction of common-sense assumptions, for example, about what the category of "race" involves. In this way, AFAMAST3086 clearly builds on foundation courses in race, ethnic, and gender diversity, reinforcing understanding about such complex social and political formations while expanding them into new areas. To be able to not only describe an abstract concept such as the social construction of gender, but also (in the second goal) articulate how such social constructions do and do not matter for people living in real life—this complexity is what makes 3086 an upper-level themes course. Finally, it can be difficult for even advanced students to grapple with the ways in which systemic power maintains inequality in the U.S. even in the absence of overt intention to discriminate. Moreover, understanding how such massive, often invisible structures link up with, even as they are distinct from, individual people's social identities (and the identities of the groups to which they feel belonging) requires repeated engagement with varying texts, cannot be grasped through one or two lessons. To this end, multiple assignments support the application of such lessons to a given problem. Short answer papers, for instance, offer students a chance to articulate a complex topic in their own words, which forces understanding as a prerequisite. Inviting students to synthesize course lessons in their own words and with some relation to their own lives facilitates deeper engagement with the material. The final essay, in particular, offers an opportunity for both sustained investigations of our course material, as well as the necessity of connecting that material to content from outside our course. Such comparative connection-making further deepens student understanding and possibilities for thinking critically about the world. 
	2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme: In one way or another, all of this course's goals require advanced and sustained attention to the interaction between Black women and the multiple lived environments in which they have been situated throughout history. In particular, to "recognize Black women’s myriad contributions to U.S. culture and politics" and "understand key theoretical frameworks developed by Black women for better thinking through U.S. social life," students must have encountered both a breadth and depth of materials on this theme. To grapple with the economic and political environments that have overdetermined Black women's history, we read Darlene Clark Hine and Kathleen Thompson's A Shining Thread of Hope: The History of Black Women in America from the 17th century through the contemporary era. Supplementing such historical material is an investigation of the cultural and intellectual environments that Black women have created in response to conditions of oppression. Examples here include important theoretical interventions by Angela Davis, Audre Lorde, and bell hooks. Additionally, intersectionality emerges as an important tool for understanding both past and contemporary struggles in more nuanced ways. Throughout the course, there are opportunities to supplement dense theoretical material with expressions of those theoretical perspectives throughout popular culture: this gets particularly highlighted later in the syllabus through Beyoncé and other women artists performing in a Black feminist lineage. The course goals "Describe the long history of Black women in this country, particularly with respect to ongoing struggles for freedom as they define it" and "appreciate the contemporary diversity of Black feminist political thought, and its solidarities with struggles by other marginalized groups" complete the cycle of student engagement by asking them to demonstrate what they have learned. Particularly through the written assignments, students are also asked to connect what they have learned to other material. 

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: The short answer papers and final essay offer the most robust opportunities for connecting class material to outside content, and indeed this is a required element of the assignments. Each short answer paper includes a specific prompt, many of which will ask students directly to connect a concept, theme, or idea from a course reading to some other material, whether conceptual or concrete, from outside of class. Often, finding an example of an abstract theoretical concept in popular culture can become an effective way of grounding that concept in the real world, making it more understandable. Writing assignments are written to encourage this kind of connection-making. This is also a central component of the final essay, in which students research a topic of their own choose, using course material to better understand their object. The course goals that relate to this kind of connection-making most specifically are 1) "Interrogate the role of both state and structural/systemic power in maintaining white supremacy in the U.S"  2) "Appreciate the contemporary diversity of Black feminist political thought, and its solidarities with struggles by other marginalized groups" and 3) "Recognize Black women’s myriad contributions to U.S. culture and politics." The first goal is achieved by making connections between past and present, and being able to sort out what differences matter in the process. The second and third goals are achieved by allowing students the opportunity to see, hear, and encounter a critical mass of examples of the diversity and richness of Black women's intellectual, cultural, and historical contributions.  
	2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: Several course goals relate to this ELO, most particularly 1) "Think critically about the social construction of identity categories, including race, class, gender, and sexuality" and 2) "Articulate how such identity categories affect differential social and political experiences across demographics in the U.S. context." In thinking critically about the social construction of identity, student's own individual and group identities are implicated. In learning how to articulate the significance of such categories on various personal and collective experiences, students are learning more about themselves as an extension of the process. This ELO is most effectively engaged through in-class participation and related assignments such as discussion boards and short in-class papers. In live settings, teachers have an opportunity to directly ask students about their own experiences and perspectives; asking students to help think through course material using personal reflection not only has the benefit of helping students to find more ways of relating to the course material, but also allows the teacher to make their own lives the basis for extending to the next point of learning. 
	3 Analyze and critique conventions, theories, and ideologies that influence discourses around environments: There are a number of ways in which contemporary discourses around political and economic environments can enter class discussions. The contrast between mainstream discourses of social and political environments in the U.S., and the political perspectives emerging from Black women's history provides an important opportunity for students to learn how abstract identity categories matter as they are taken up or rejected by prominent media institutions. It also allows us to understand the importance of the 1619 Project and other media interventions that center Black women's perspectives explicitly, and in high-profile settings. Short answer papers whose prompts focus on dominant media narratives will invite students to think critically about such dynamics, and classroom discussions that center current events will bring course readings into contexts that are relevant to student's lives. To this end there are two course goals that are particularly relevant: the goal to "interrogate the role of both state and structural/systemic power in maintaining white supremacy in the U.S." can help students understand what it means to discuss a white mainstream perspective—even or especially a liberal one—that perhaps counterintuitively functions to crowd out Black voices. The second goal, "appreciate the contemporary diversity of Black feminist political thought, and its solidarities with struggles by other marginalized groups" will help students to recognize when Black feminist perspectives break through into the mainstream, to what treatment these views are subject, and what effects they have nevertheless in pushing forward our understanding of history, politics, and national identity. 

	1: 
	1 Engage with the complexity and uncertainty of human-environment interactions: At least four course goals relate to this ELO: 1) "Recognize Black women’s myriad contributions to U.S. culture and politics"; 2) "Understand key theoretical frameworks developed by Black women for better thinking through U.S. social life"; 3) "Describe the long history of Black women in this country, particularly with respect to ongoing struggles for freedom as they define it"; 4)"Interrogate the role of both state and structural/systemic power in maintaining white supremacy in the U.S." Historical and political environments have created pervasive experiences of uncertainty for Black women throughout history, and their struggle for freedom on their own terms has pushed U.S. culture forward more forcefully than any other group's. This paradoxical dynamic between oppression and expression or oppression and freedom is the heart of this course's approach to Black women's history, as well as the central dynamic explored in, for example, the New York Times' 1619 project. In thinking through the interactions between Black women's lived experiences, as well as their own intellectual contributions to thinking through such experiences, students come away with a more robust understanding of how power, agency, and identity work throughout U.S. institutions writ-large, from healthcare to government to real-estate.  
	2 Describe examples of human interaction with and impact on environmental change and transformation over time and across space: One of the most important goals of this course is to understand how Black women have changed U.S. history. This is reflected in course goals such as 1) "Recognize Black women’s myriad contributions to U.S. culture and politics"; 2) "Understand key theoretical frameworks developed by Black women for better thinking through U.S. social life"; and 3) "Describe the long history of Black women in this country, particularly with respect to ongoing struggles for freedom as they define it." In understanding Black women's contributions to the socio-political and cultural landscape of the U.S., students engage with this ELO's emphasis on human interaction and changes to various environments over time. 

	2: 
	2 Describe how humans perceive and represent the environments with which they interact: "Black Women's History" addresses this ELO by prominently featuring Black women's writing about politics and social life. In other words, while at times buttressed by other work, students primarily read Black women in their own words. Examples from history include Sojourner Truth, Anna Julia Cooper, and Ida B. Wells, while contemporary examples comprise Patricia Hill Collins on standpoint theory; Kimberlé Crenshaw on intersectionality; Alicia Garza on #BlackLivesMatter. Importantly, beyond reading, this course includes supplemental material where students can literally hear these scholars speak, for example in an episode of Crenshaw's "Intersectionality Matters" podcast on the politics of hip hop in the #MeToo era. Reading about feminist standpoint theory at the beginning of the semester positions students to understand both the powers and limitations of writing from one's own perspective: namely while we avoid the kind of relativist flattening of an emphasis on pure subjectivity, we also focus on the unique knowledge that emerges from social positions that have been historically minoritized in our culture. In other words, this course takes the view that experiencing challenges that are both unique and often invisible to other social groups necessitates that Black women have a clarity and understanding that other groups do not regarding the very ways in which they are held back and therefore about U.S. power in general. Hence, hearing from them in their own words is not just a decision made from a social justice perspective—to center voices that have been traditionally marginalized—but also pedagogically urgent insofar as they provide the clearest and most detailed way into understanding our course themes. 



